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THE ANTIDOTE. 


Mr. Editer— How comes it that you pass over in silence the nume- 
rous, though impotent, attacks upon the cause of truth, and its advocates, 
which appear in that weekly farrago of froth, the Autidote. Convinced 
that your powerful pen could easily put a quiedus upon such a miserable 
grub worm as the conductor thereof, I am surprised at your apatliy. 
Perhaps you consider a foe of such puny and contemptible abilities as 
unworthy your notice. If so, permit me, a plain, illiterate member of the 
** lower orders,” one who knows nothing about inspiration, revelation, 
transubstantiation, or any other mystification, to say a few words ini sup- 
port of truth against wilful falsehood ; common sense against folly ; inti- 
delity, peace, and harmony, against Christianity, crue Ity, and bloodshed. 

In the last number (36) of the Antidote, [Antidote against truth, ii 
should be called,] the pious editor has seen proper to introduce the name 
of Thomas Paine, followed by a long string of what he appears to con- 
sider refuted objections to the authenticity of tle ‘‘ old book.” I reails 
pity this learned editor, or any other person who finds it necessary to 
adhere thus tenaciously to the revolting fable of Christianity, or who can 
persuade themselves that the numerous glaring and unanswerable ob- 
Jections to a conscientious belief in that fable, are surmounted by thie 
canting, wealth, and naman logic of such an ignorant though am- 
bitious and disappointed English parson, as David Simpson. [ shal! 
here insert, for the benefit of such of your readers as do uot see the An- 
tidote, a fete specimens of the manner in which the enemies of truth 
vainly endeavor to overcome the immovable barriers presented against 
the further encroachments of ignorance and priestcraft, by that great 
apostle of liberty, that champion of Reason, Common Sense, and the 
Rights of Man, the immortal Parner. It will be unnecessary to premise 
that the language I shall have to quote is that of the very reverend Da- 
vid Simpson. “ Paine alleges that ‘Moses could not be the author of 
the five books which go under his name, because they are frequently 
written in the third person.’ Xenophon and Cesar will answer this 
difficulty.” 

Passing over the inconsistency of the reverend gentleman’s appeal to 
profane authors in support of any thing sacred or divine, I answer that 
Mr. Paine does not adduce, from the fact alone of Moses’s using the third 
person, that he was not the writer of the Pentateuch ; it is only brough' 
forward by him as additional proof, and which, in my opinion, he mighi 
have dispensed with, and still had sufficient for his purpose. So much 
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for the candor and fair argument of a Christian priest. But in the name 
of Mr. Paine, and in his words, I ask the wise man of the Antidote, 
would not Moses render himself truly ridiculous and absurd, by saying 
‘** now the man Moses was very meek, above all the men which were on 
the face of the earth?” As to the reasonableness, the propriety of Moses 
informing us where he was, not was to be, buried, on the top of Mount 
Pisgah, there is about as much in it as in the story of the Irish bishop’s 
swimming over the river Boyne, with his head in his teeth. 

‘“* Paine confounds mathematical with historical evidence. Any no- 
vice in science knows the difference.” (So he does, Mr. Simpson, and 
so did Mr. Paine, who did not confound them, as you assert. ) “ Paine 
confounds, also, a book that is genuine, with one that is authentic. He 
ought to have known that tke difference is extremely great and impor- 
tant.’ Now, I hope the Antidote will tell us, seeing the reverend author 
is gone to his reward, not only wherein Mr. Paine ‘ confounds’’ the 
meaning of words so much, but also wherein the great and important 
difference between genuineness and autheuticity lies. Here we see 
Christianity and quibble. When the reverend priesthood and their fool- 
ish abettors are staggered, they fly to misrepresentation and falsehood. 
Only to think of an ignorant priest, and the stupid writer of the Anti- 
dote, criticising and condemning the literary talents of one of the most 
polished and grammatical writers of which the English language can 
boast. ‘* He declares the prodigies recorded by Livy and Tacitus to be 
attended with as good evidence as the miracles of Christ. No man of 
any information can justify such an assertion.” Oh! what a damning 
charge, that a man should pronounce one marvellous story, one impossi- 
bility, as destitute of truth as any other! Now, as the reverend gentleman 
politely says to Mr. Paine, “ who is the liar now?” Humble as is the 
light in which I view my own mental or literary qualifications, I must be 
permitted to lay claim to seme information; and I with the confidence of 
full and entire conviction assert, that the Roman miracles are supported 
by every whit as good evidence as the Christian ones, and, vice versa. 
So indeed are all miracles, or pretended violations of the laws of Nature, 
equally as well founded in fact; those in the Arabian Nights, those of 
St. Patrick, St. Peter, St. George, or any other holy saint, not excepted. 

Whenever a system of religion has to resort to miracles, you may rest 

assured such religion is totally unable to produce any lasting benefit to 
mankind. When we imbibe a belief in what is impossible, we lose our 
hold of terra firma,-are afloat in an ocean of doubts, and by grasping at 
shadows, lose the substance, which would otherwise lay within our reach. 
A miracle, if I understand the meaning of the word, is nothing more 
than a chimera, a nonentity, an impossibility, and should be expunged 
from the vocabulary ofevery language on earth. ‘* He asserts that mi- 
racles admit not of proof. ‘Let the reader turn to Campbell on the sub- 
ject. The testimony of five hundred, or fifty, or even of ten credible 
persons, is sufficient to establish the validity of any of the scriptural mi- 
racles, where there is no counter evidence.” ‘“ Alas! poor ghost, I pity 
thee!” A man must indeed be far gone in priestianity, when he accedes 
to such logic as this. These Bible miracles, as they are termed, are 
suid to have been performed 1800 vears ago, in a distant part of the 
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globe, in a nation amongst all others the most ignorant in all branches 
of science and the arts, the most cruel and merciless both in their fo- 
reign and domestic policy. The accouftts of these miracles have been 
translated, retranslated, revised, and no one knows by whom, or how 
often; yet at this day we are told they are established by the testimony 
of five hundred, or of fifty credible persons. But, in any event, this is 
reasoning a priori. We must first know what constitutes a miracle. 
The testimony of five hundred people is sufficient to establish—what ? 
why, that they saw what I did not see; that is all. ButI assert that the 
testimony of five hundred thousand is insufficient to prove they saw 
what never was seen, and what from the demonstrably fixed, unalterable 
course of Nature, never did or ever can take place. Turn to Campbell, in- 
deed! Turn to old mother Shipton for corroborative proof ; to the sto- 
ry of St. George and the dragon; to all the marvellous legendary tales 
related concerning every old cathedral and monastery in England. I 
hesitate not to say these have several advantages over the Testament 
ones : they, as well as the others, are Christian ones, took place more re- 
cently, are less unreasonable, (though that circumstance I presume is 
nothing in their favor,) and besides have been handed down to us with- 
out the benefit of half a dozen translations. ‘Turn to Campbell! an 
honest, unprejudiced mind will contemn the advice whilst it pities the 
superannuated, credulous donor, who was weak enough to suppose Mr. 
Campbell could throw any light upon a subject, which, the more it is 
probed, the more it will be found to be a fable, a complete ignus fatuus. 

But I presume [ have brought forward sufficient to show that the pre- 
sent attempt to support the incomprehensible and useless system of reli- 
gion called Christian has ended, as all similar attempts ever must, in dis- 
playing only the folly and bigoted enthusiasm of its advocates. Nothing 
like proof of its divine origin has ever been produced that can satisfy a 
calm and unbiassed mind in its inquiry after truth, the great polar star 
which leads to peace and happiness. I shall, however, indulge in one 
more quotation, which is as follows: ‘ Paine affirms that Paul’s dis- 
course on the resurrection is doubtful jargon—as destitute of meaning 
as the tolling of the bell at the funeral; and he has the audacity repeat- 
edly to call Paul a fool. Locke, Littleton, and Paley will settle the 
matter of the apostle’s foolishness with this doughty champion for unbe- 
lief.” Boulanger, Palmer, and Carlile might also have a share in settling 
the matter of Paul’s foolishness, but I am anxious that one mightier than 
they should be heard; and Paine needs no second, or supporter, is 
‘* himself a host,” and will easily put to flight a whole army of such Lilli- 
putian antagonists as parson Simpson and his craven squire of the 
Antidote : 

** As to the doubtful jargon ascribed to Paul in the 15th chapter of 1 
Corinthians, which makes part of the burial service of some Christian 
sectaries, it is as destitute of meaning as the tolling of the bell at the fu- 
neral; it explains nothing to the understanding—illustrates nothing to 
the imagination, but leaves the reader to find any meaning if he can. 
‘All flesh (says he) is not the same flesh. ‘There is one flesh of men; 
another of beasts; another of fishes; and another of birds.” And what 
then ?—nothing. A cook could have said as much. ‘ There are also 
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(says he) bodies celestial and bodies terrestrial ; the glory of the celestial 
is One, and the glory of the terrestrial is another.’ And what then ?— 
nothing. And what is the difference ?—nothing that he has told. ‘There 
is (says he) one glory of the sun, and another glory of the moon, and 
another glory of the stars.’ And what then ?—nothing; except that he 
says that one star differeth from another star in glory, instead of distance ; 
and he might as well have told us that the moon did not shine so bright 
as the sun. All this is nothing better than the jargon of a conjurer, who 
picks up phrases he does not understand, to confound the credulous 
people who have come to have their fortunes told. Priests and conjurers 
are of the same trade.” 

I beg leave here to congratulate the editor of the Antidote on the en- 
couraging—the glorious prospects in view by the friends and advocates 
of infidelity. Other liberal periodieals than the Correspondent will as- 
suredly be commenced ; other institutions similar to the Free Press Asso- 
ciation will spring up in different parts of this politically free country. 
Liberalism will overflow the land, like the fruitful Nile, destroying, in its 
course, priestcraft and its blighting effects, making straight a highway for 
the advancement of truth, morality, and universal peace. Such non de- 
seripts as ghosts, miracles, and devils will no longer be allowed “ a local 
habitation and a name.” This, the true millenium, may not arrive during 


his or my state of conscious existence: we shall have returned, in obe- 
ditence to the irrevocable law of Nature, to the great mass of matter, of 


which we are an indestructible part. But it is a consolation to my mind, 
the reflection that there is such a period in store for posterity, when man- 
kind, scattering far from them the cursed habilaments with which igno- 
rant fools and interested knaves have so long enfolded them, shall dare 
to exercise uncontrolled the noblest gift of Nature, the gift of reason. 
Such a period may be yet remote; but come it will, and come it shall, 
** for a’ that.” I am, sir, yours, 


At Sea, Feb. 1, 1828. Ss. 


LIBERTY AND NECESSITY. 


Mr. Editor—I have observed, in some of the late numbers of the Cor- 
respondent, an article or two intimating that man is not a free agent, but 
compelled to act from necessity. The short article in No. 2, page 31, I 
shall now more particularly allude to. If I had not reason to believe 
that this principle, that man had not the liberty of action but from ne- 
cessity, was generally attended with the worst consequences—an obstacle 
to the improvement of the human mind, and a doctrine calculated to aid 
tyrants, and reduce mankind to the lowest grades of ignorance, I should 
not have presumed, in my homespun language, to have made a reply. 
1 shall, however, not only endeavor to confute the doctrine of necessity, 
but to demonstrate the fact, by circumstances, that man is, or may be, a 
free agent. 

The writer above alluded to says, ‘t According to the system of neces- 
sity, Vice is no more in our own power than virtue: we act in both cases 
under the impressions which certain objects make on our senses, and 
these senses move our desires, operate on the will, and the will produces 
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the action.’ ‘This is, in fact, the case with all the brute creation, and, in 
a great measure, with mankind in a savage state, where reason is not ex- 
ercised as a restraint. They act under the impressions which certain 
objects make ou their senses, and these senses move their desires, ope- 
rate on the will, and the will produces the action. But with those who 
pretend to any degree of civilization, or to observe any rule of conduct. 
reason is, or may be, exercised, either as a restraining or propelling 
power, te regulate or direct those propensities conceived or set in motion 
by sensation. 

If mankind, surrounded, as many of the people of these states are, 
with the arts and sciences, and luxuries of life, institutions aud establish- 
ed rules, which are necessary to maintain civilized society, should ne- 
glect the exercise of their reason in restraining those desires within the 
bounds of propriety, or neglect to act on every occasion without them, 
they would soon reduce themselves to the state of savages, if pot a par 
with the brute creation, as some sections of the human family have al- 
ready done, and as individuals do daily among us by improperly indulg- 
ing these desires. ‘Thousands of instances might be brought to prove 
the fact that mankind have power, in a great measure, to decide their 
own destiny; but the case is so evident that I think it needless to bring 
them into view. 

The writer above alluded to justly observes that the rectitude or depra- 
vity of man’s conduct greatly depends on the impressions he receives in 
his youth. “But let no man (says he) be alarmed at the idea of being 
a mere machine, for at any rate he is not of his own making, and there- 
fore has no more right to claim a liberty of action than the right of ma- 
king himself; he can do nothing which is not intended by a superior 
power, and therefore need not fear being impelled to vice by an irresisti- 
ble propensity ; for if such is the will of providence, it is not in his power 
to resist, though he may suffer for his imprudence.”” Moreover, (says 
he,) “‘T will not venture to maintain that whatever is, is right; but I will 
affirm that it cannot be otherwise than it is.” These assertions seem to 
be the writer’s own sentiments; but whether they are designed as being 
according to the present prevailing system or systems of necessity, if 
what I have written is not sufficient to confute them, more can be said. 
There is one thing, however, certain: if every act of man is determined 
by a superior power, map is not only guiltless, but it is useless for him to 
pretend to improve his condition. OBSERVER. 

TTT CT 

Reason is the image of God stamped on man at his birth, the under- 
standing breathed into him with the breath of life, and in the particpa- 
tion of which alone he is raised above the brute creation, and his own 
physical nature! Reason is the queen of the moral w orld, the soul of 
the universe, the lamp of human life, the pillar of society, the foundation 
of law, the beacon of nations, the golden chain let down from heaven. 
which links all animated and all intelligent natures in One common system ; 
and, in the vain strife between fanatic innovation and fanatic prejudice, 
we are exhorted tq dethrone this queen of the world, to blot ow this 
light of the mind, to deface this fair column, to break in pieces this gold- 
en chain ' 
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*.* The first four numbers of the Correspondent being now reprinted, 
complete sets can be had at the original subscription price. 


Free Press Association Lectures.—Owing to the crowded attendance 
at the lectures of the Free Press Association, the committee of manage- 
ment have found it expedient to issue tickets of admission, which are to 
go into effect on Sunday the 30th March. The tickets will be ready for 
delivery by the stewards on Sunday (tomorrow) the 23d instant, at 6 1-4 
cents each, which will admit to two lectures; or four tickets for 12 1-2 
cents, which will admit to eight lectures. Ladies admitted without tickets. 

As no member of the Association receives any money for his services, 
the proceeds of the tickets are to be applied to the payment of rent, and 
rendering the hall comfortable for the accommodation of the public. 


Robert Owen.—When we alluded to the proceedings of this gentleman 
during his stay at New Orleans, we were only enabled to give the sub- 
stance of his “challenge” to the clergy. Having since received a 
complete copy, we subjoin it for the satisfaction of our readers: 


Mr. Owen, to the Clergy of New Orleans. 

Gentlemen—I have now finished a course of lectures in this city, the 
principles of which are in direct opposition to those which you have been 
taught it your duty to preach. It is of importance to the world that 
truth upon these momentous subjects should be now established upon 
a certain and sure foundation. You and I, and all our fellow men, are 
deeply interested that there should be no farther delay. With this view, 
without one hostile or unpleasant feeling on my part, I propose a friendly 
public discussion, the most open that the city of New Orleans will afford, 
or if you prefer it, a more private meeting, when half a dozen friends of 
each party shall be present, in addition to half a dozen gentlemen whom 
you may associate with you in the discussion. The time and place of 
meeting to be of your appointment. 

I propose to prove, as I have already attempted to do in my lectures, 
that all the religions of the world have been founded on the ignorance ot 
mankind; that they are directly opposed to the never changing laws of our 
nature ; that they have been and are the real source of vice, disunion, and 
misery of every description ; that they are now the only real bar to the 
formation of a society of virtue, of intelligence, of charity in its most ex- 
tended sense, and of sincerity and kindness among the whole human fami- 
ly ; and that they can be no longer maintained except through the igno- 
rance of the mass of the people, and the tyranny of the few over that mass. 

With feelings of perfect good will to you, which extends also in perfect 
sincerity to all mankind, I subscribe myself your friend in a just cause, 

New Orleans, Jan. 29, 1828. ROBERT OWEN. 

P. S. If this proposal should be declined, I shall conclude, as I have 
long most conscientiously been compelled to do, that the principles which 
I advocate are unanswerable truths. 
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Progress of Liberal Opinions.—Continuing to receive the most flat- 
tering ‘accounts from all parts of the Union of the advancement of liberal 
opinions, we give the following extracts for the information of those who, 
with us, feel interested in the triumph of truth over bigotry and fanaticism. 


Extract of a letter, dated Cincinnati, February 24, 1828. 


‘*No work ever published holds more preeminent claims upon public 
patronage than the Correspondent. None was ever calculated in an 
equal degree to serve the cause of human light and liberty. Its success 
is hailed as consecrating a new age to the empire of mind ; as laying the 
only true foundation for all that is good and excellent in human institu- 
tions. Building upon a rotten foundation is entirely vain: the rubbish 
must be cast down, before a permanent and durable structure Catt 
he raised. 

“* Our numbers in your state-—the rate of their increase, and prospects. 


are subjects of earnest inquiry, and would afford pleasure and benefit if 


known bere. The society in this city consists of about forty zealous 
members. We have many warm wishers in the neighborhood of adjoin- 
ing towns and counties. Our organization and means of communication 
and cooperation are too new and limited, to speak with confidence of im- 
mediate results. The snow ball at first increases with comparative slow- 
ness. It is the same with all human associations. [ disregard entirely 
the heresy, that the timid and cautious inculcate, viz. : “ let the human 
mind alone, it will emancipate itself.” If Mahomed conquered by the 
sword, John Calvin, and other disciples of Christ, by fables and denunci- 
ations, surely we, who work with the golden shafts of the mind, and un- 
der the triumphant powers of the press, cannot hesitate in the course re- 
commended by experience, or be doubtful of the issue of that course.” 


Extract of a letter, dated Kendall, Stark County, Ohio, February 20, 1828. 


“Yours of February 4th, I design to read at Canton court house, 
where I have been delivering lectures semimonthly, and shall deliver 
one on Saturday evening next. My audiences at Canton and Kendall 
are large, and there has been a great “ revival” at Canton ; and violent op- 
position has only fixed the minds of the wavering. In the small village 
of Canton, there are forty of the true church. Of four churches, ours is 
the largest. We use great plainness of speech in our lectures. I have 
been publicly opposed by a catholic priest. Another has sent a challenge 
to debate the principles which I advocate in my lectures. I have ac- 
cepted it on condition that he prove himself respectable, as I am person- 
ally unacquainted with him. The Ohio Repository is to be the organ 
through which the public will be informed of the discussions The pro- 
gress of the principles has been very firm since our arrival. We have 
lectures every Sunday, and the Odes of the ‘“ Free Press Association” 


are sung in the meeting. Yours, 
SAML. UNDERHILL. 





Western Tiller.—We regret to state, that the intelligent editor of this 
invaluable paper has been compelled by ill health to suspend his labors 
for the present. In No. 25, Vol. 2, he announces the fact, and takes his 
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leave of the public in an article of considerable length, containing so 
able an exposition of the impositions practised by an idle and profligate 
priesthood to extract money from the pockets of the industrious, that we 
have concluded on giving it publicity in the Correspondent. After some 
introductory observations on the nature of tyranny, which he defines 
‘“‘the employment of force or fraud in the exaction of regular tribute, 
and the maintenance of continued power,” the editor remarks, 

‘It is not necessary, as most people imagine, that, to constitute a ty- 
ranny, that there should be one great monster, holding and exercising, 
in his own person, certain unlimited powers, wielded for unlimited mis- 
chief. Modern tyranny has its system of manners and good breeding ; 
it is undergoing every species of refinement indicated by the progress of 
the age, as necessary to secure its success: ‘once it was a single, now it 
is amany headed monster; once it was bold, rough, and daring, now it 
is artful, treacherous, plausible, and insinuating. Did society at any 
former age of the world support a greater number than it now does of the 
mischievous and idle? Was it ever taxed more heavily than it now is, 
by vice and pretenders? Was‘it at any former period more the slave of 
fraud, luxury, and civil impostors? Who can or dare answer these ques- 
tions in the affirmative? 

‘“‘' There appears to be a kind of universal consent, by which all that is 
worthless in person and principle shall live on, and consume, the real 
substance of the land. The number of priests, or clergy, in the United 
States, is 17,000, whose average salaries will not differ much from $700; 
which create a yearly tax of eleven millions. To these must be added, 
as a portion of their political system—missions, foreign and domestic ; 
Bible, tract, and education societies; donations, exacted by fear or hope ; 
sumptuous temples, churches, and furnitare—creating a further tax, 
equal to, if not beyond, the first sum: say the total is but $20,000,000, 
(which will fall below the true estimate,) it is a heavy tax for the ignorant 
and industrious to pay to idle and dissolute masters. Yet it is paid ; and 
paid, too, by the working class, every dollar of it. It appears at first 
view as if others paid a share of it: on examination it will be found, that 
all that class who live by their wit’s end, in reality, pay nothing; taxes 
are the product of earning and industry. If this tax were paid to two or 
three families who claimed it as a hereditary right, then we should clamor 
and call it a rank piece of tyranny. Is it different because it is paid to 
many, and that by virtue of hereditary imposition and fraud? Certainly 
the cases are precisely the same. If the pricsts were to tell us that they 
collect this tax by virtue of an edict or declaration of Moses and Aaron, 
we would refuse to pay it; yet every dollar of it is so collected, with the 
addition only of the trifling fraud of representing Deity as speaking by 
Moses and Aaron: but Jesus Christ is also made use of as a bailiff in 
collecting this tax, and as a cover for all the frauds and vices with which 
it is attended. 

* To the order and liberty of society it can make no difference, whether 
an aristocracy be of Moses, Aaron, Christ, or by hereditary right: it is as 
much a tyranny under the one as the other. ‘The one is as much a state 
of oppression and fraud as the other; all are nothing more or less than 
schemes of raising money out of the honest, industrious, and credulous, 
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for the support of impostors. Aaron and Moses succeeded by it; Mrho- 
inet succeeded by it: the impostors of every age have done what they are 

doing in this—they have lived on the people by it. Is any one so mad as 
to believe that the : system of converting, of missions, of oath blishing sects, 

of propagating this or that faith, w ould exist one moment provided their 
advocates could not make money by them? No! they would stand pre- 
cisely where auother class of the nobility did by the adoption of our con- 
stitution, and where all nobility must stand when the people come to their 
senses, among the rank and file. ‘The whole swarm of pretenders who 
now set up divine authority for making divisions and mischief among 
men, and for sweating their pockets, w ould be turned to some useful em- 
ployment. The objec ction urged against them is that they constitute, 

in every political sense of the w ord, a tyranny; that is, they live on the 
people and out of the people, both by force and fraud, ‘and ‘these of the 
most base and ignoble character. The force they use is that of hell 
fire and God’s disple: isure: the fraud is the same—it is all fraud and 
falsehood. 

‘‘ Now if it be a right or a duty to oppose tyranny under under any cir- 
cumstances, it certainly must be right when our tyrants, not conteut with 
earthly, usurp also heavenly authority over us; and even with a daring 
and impious confidence call ‘down divine ve ngeance to aid them in sweat- 
ing our pockets. This tyranny is not opposed on account alone of its 
positive evils, but on that of principle. Being a tyranny, it is unneces- 
sary to inquire whether it be better or worse than some other tyrannies: 
if it be not as destructive as might be, we owe no thanks to its authors ; 
they are increasing in numbers and rapacity: no friend to human rights 
and liberty will fail to oppose them. The reasoning will be this: if one 
class, if one form of tyranny be supportable, tyrants are then naturalised 
to our soil; any other,class and any form of tyrants is equally support- 
able. We are already corrupted and subdued when the mind consents 
to their establishment. He who contends that priests have any thing to 
do with the concerns of heaven or Deity, contends that Deity and heaven 
are a monied concern. 

* The poor of the earth have but an indifferent chance of success under 
such a system. Then, again—if the poor can be saved without money, 
why should others pay for salvation? ‘The idea of going to heaven through 
the aid of priests, places mankind at once in a state of dependance and 
inferiority! When once accustomed to this state, they are prepared for 
all those degrading concessions aid compliances, which constitute the 
condition of master and slave. Firmness and nobleness of mind is gone; 
men become dastards in character, and recreant in nature. The de- 
signing and hypocritical, who believe nothing of the imposition, join in 
the practice of it, to carry their own worldly schemes; some of pride, 
some of power, others of gain: like all schemes of tyranny, the — aT 
of paying and fighting for them falls inva: ‘iably on the common mass. It 
is impossible that the honest portion of community ens for a moment 
maintain this system, if once brought to see its falsi The whole sys- 
tem has been believed and adopted without a Biers le of proof; and that 
under the most unaccountable circumstances of absurdity and contradic- 
tion. Why do not honest men first demand the proof of it before they 
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become its slaves? It is true that all systems of faith and religion are got 
up by man, to impose on his fellow; or it is true that one or more of 
them are instituted by deity ; if any one be instituted by deity, which one 
is it? When was it instituted? where was it instituted? and why was 
it instituted? No mark is put upon any known system by which it cau 
be distinguished as coming from deity: on the contrary, all bear the 
mark of the folly and imperfection of man. If deity has designated any 
one system, he has done a vain thing, inasmuch as ne man has yet dis- 
covered this divine designation ; all pretend to have it, however much 
opposed to each other, which is sufficient evidence that none have it. If 
some have it and others not, then deity has pointed out a system for a 
part of mankind only, in exclusion of the remainder. This is a sort of 
freemason system, in which deity is made to adinit a few favorites, and 
none others: is it the rich or the poor he admits—the learned or the ig- 
nerant ? Certainly such an admission or desiguation is directly opposed 
to all his known Jaws and regulations. ‘The whole compass of Nature 
contradicts every supposition of any special designation or revelation. 
No instance can be adduced throughout the vastness and variety o 
Grod’s wonderful words, where he has evinced any partiality or prefer- 
ence for one race or sect over another. His bounties, his riches, his 
providence, his care, his mercy, his rain and sunshine, are equally over 
all; the high, the low, the savage, the civilized, the beasts of the field and 
the fowls of the air. Who dare or can contend that deity has reserved 
for a few priests, some secret conjuration, by which, like magicians, they 
can conjure into or out of heaven just whom they please. lo! the ab- 
surdity is a libel upon his nature. Heaven is open toall. Deity is open 
to all, alike and on the same conditions. One man was never trusted 
with one of those conditions in exclusion of othermen. God never con- 
stituted one man his agent or attorney, and kept himself from others. 
It is impossible that he could act so ‘partially and unjustly. He trusts 
and confides in all alike. If all do not possess God’s revealed will, and 
his secret will, alike, then no one possesses either. If all are not to 
reach heaven, then none will reach it. 
** Now what is the value or worth of priests and priesteraft? Ah, but 
are not priests necessary to keep up morality? Yes, if they would 
practice it, they are just as necessary as’others who practice it. They 
seldom inculcate morality, or consider is necessary to their system. They 
generally hold that men can do nothing to merit the seal of the divine 
black art: this discourages and renders men desperate. Their system is 
one of division, separation, distrust, and mystery; totally unfit for the so- 
cial state. It conciliates and elevates the rich; it extends favors to one 
sect, and leaves or abandons all others; it changes the general philan- 
thropy and affections of the human heart into one of a contracted and cla- 
nish character. It makes the human breast the seat of darkness¢ distrust, 
coldness, jealousy, envy, bigotry, and desolation. Instead of brothers and 
neighbors, it makes enemies and tyrants; instead of friends, it makes 
foes ; instead of men of feeling and charity, it makes hypocrites and in- 
tolerants. ‘The world has never seen, imagination has never painted, a 
monster so replete with desolation and ruin, as is found in the mock 
divinity of the present svstem. Against its disgraceful tyranny, had 
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1 a thousand tongues, they should be raised ; had ! million pens, they 
should be ceaselessly employed. Ye who profess to have the least 
share of philanthropy, look abroad and point out a single corner of the 
earth not made desolate by it—one which is not stained by the blood 
of its deluded martyrs! It raises the father’s hand against the son ; 
brothers against brothers ; child against parent ; country against country ; 
and arrays God against all. Is this a fit system for rational beings, for 
freemen, to build up and sustain by a tax of twenty millions per annum? 
—by an avaricious and wrangling priesthood—by a few bungling fables— 
by a perversion of common sense—by an abandonment of all respect 
for themselves ? 

**When the constitution of my country is violated ; when oaths are viola- 
ted, and political minions are trampling alike on civil and divine justice ; 
what says this modern magog of divinity to these crying abuses? Our 
members, our sect must be supported ; the discipline of the church must 
be supported ; conversions, crying, and praying must be supported ; the 
state must take care of its self ; we ‘have no jurisdiction over civil crimes ; 
that is, we know of no crime against the state which our members can 
commit, provided they pay well. With this recommendation, they are 
sure of a passport to heaven. Ask for reform, ask for the correction of 
frauds and abuse ; the church answers, Our sect support each other: we 
pursue, we prosecute only when our dogmas are disputed, or our fees refu- 
sed. He who says that the right and power of the church are not divine, 
is an infidel, and not fit to live. He who defrauds and ove eas: his 
neighbor, or betrays his country, is a favorite, a sec ond D d 
he pay well at the church treasury. 

‘* When civil power is to be obtained for civil oppression and tyranny, 
then the body and soul of the church are active in its advancement, as all 
history fully testifies. ‘The principle is amply illustrated by the fact 
that this paper, which has been devoted to the rights of man, to the fur- 
therance of his moral and social virtue, to his mental oe »—has 
been every where attacked and proscribed by the church, for the reason 
that it would not sanction and proclaim the divinity of its dogmas. 
The question is therefore fairly made: we must put down the tyranny of 
the church, or yield up our civil rights and liberties. What! s say the bigots 
and dobedud: will you burn the Bible, extinguish hell fire, and destroy all 
our beautiful religion,—giving us nothing in their stead. Oh no! we will 
give you a system of real religion, inthe room of an imaginary ore. We 
will substitute practice for profession. We will demand morals and good 
conduct, to be substituted in the room of mystery and hypocrisy : simplicity 
and universal benevolence, instead of sects, oppression, and taxation. As 
an example familiar to all, take that of the good Samaritan ; exempted, 
entirely exempted, of and from the contamination of all and every system 
of divinity. Systems of divinity! a name inseparable from distraction, 
disorganization, and tyranny. These are the curse of the earth, the fables 
of delusion and imposition. These, and these are all, against which an 
eternal war is proclamed ; ; not against virtue, piety, or goodness. The man 
who says, Lo! here is God; there is God ; come you this way ; follow 
me: FT will lead vou to him ; this i is the true, the orthodox, or the divine w av 
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or system,——is an impostor, a knave, or fool! He who says to all met. 
Doas did the good Samaritan, I will aid you,—is already as a God. 

‘*'I'bese remarks are addressed to the true and honest lovers of man’s 
liberty and equality ; if not clothed in language sufficiently simple and ex- 
plicit to be understood, it will be cause of regret: the intention of the 
writer is good ; let that of the reader be the same. 

‘“* The friends of liberal principles feel at times as did those veterans 
who commenced the glorious struggle for our civil independence. The 
morning will sometimes lower, heavy clouds will hang upon the horizon ; 
the hosts of delusion will seem to gather in overwhelming force; dis- 
couragement and doubts will of course arise: the feigned devils and 
fabled orthodoxy cast their malignant forms upon the path of light and 
science, as if its sun were about to be extinguished. Cheer up, thou 
brothers of the good Samaritan! Earthly powers cannot prevail against 
you; thy triumph stands upon the mountain’s base; the eternal sun, as 
he flies on his empyrean wing; the ceaseless round of laws eternal, are thy 
unfailing eloquence and untiring argument. The ocean speaks for thee ; 
the mighty tempest uttereth great things for thee ; the bow, the blue and 
starry vault, the times and seasons,—yea, all the vast profound of Na- 
ture, counsel for thee. ‘The ways of deluded men, themselves, bear tes- 
timony of thy victory. Theory after theory fall by their own absurdity. 
{n less than half a century, the orthodoxy of witchcraft and the trinity 
have received a fearful check : where it was once death to whisper, the 
voice is now audibly heard, and often without alarm. Ten years ago 
there was not a gingle journal in the Union, now there are eight or ten, 
in favor of liberal principles. Even in the legislatures of New York, 
Massachusetts, and Pennsylvania, some public movements have been made 

“to restrain the rapacity of church tyranny: our numbers are gradually in- 
creasing ; our good conduct, our perseverance, is necessary to imduce 
inquiry. Inquiry, candid inquiry, will lead to a perfect conviction of 
the corruption and falsity of the fabled systems. 

“ Although Ul health compels the editor to retire, for the present, from 
2 weekly publication, his feeble aid, while life continues, shall be cheer- 
tully lent to the support of the great cause,—that of universal truth and 
benevolence. Arrangements are expected to be made, by which the Til- 
ler can he thrown into other hands for publication.” 








MISCELLANEOUS. 





THE BIBLE GOD. 
Continued from page 128, 
He is the creator of evil; yet the earth is full of his Isaiah xlv. 7 
eoodness. Ps. xxxiii. 5 
None can stay his hand, or say, what doeth thou? er 
os : 4 ( Dan. iv. 35 
vet Moses could prevail upon him to repent of the evil 


which he thought to do unto the people. Exod, xxxu.14 


1 Sam. xv. 29 
* 4 Jer. xv. 6 


He is not a man to repent; yet weary with repenting 














PHE CORRESPONDENT. 14] 


His eyes are in every place; yet he had a difficult ( Pre ere 
‘ * Ragen ov. xvi. 3 
inatter to find Adam, when he hid himself from the pre- > Gen. ij. 9 
sence of the Lord. Mis FP 
His eyes are running to and fro throughout the earth; ) 
yet he must come down to see whether things be so or 
ot. > 
He is near to them that call upon him; yet those | Ps. xxxiv. 18 
who do, complain of his being afar off. $—-x. I 
He dwelleth in thick darkness; yet no man can ap- ear 
proach him, by reason of the great light. 1 Tim. iv. 1G 


y Chr. XV1. 4 
Gen. xviii. 2 


He wishes that all men would seek him; though his 
most upright and faithful servant knew not where to 
find him. 


He filleth heaven and earth; yet may be crammed ) Jer. xxiii. 24 


Jer. xxix. 13 
Job xxiii. 3 


into a little box of shit-tim wood. j Ex. xxv. 8, 10 
He is willing to be made known, yet ashamed to show } Hosea ii. 20 
his face. j Ex. xxxiii. 23 


No man can see his face and live; yet Moses and ) Ex. xxxiii. 20 
likewise Jacob saw God face to face, as a man speaking $ — lil 
with bis friend. Gen. xxxii. 30 

No man hath seen him at any time; though seventy ) 1 John iy. 12 
nobles not only saw, but did eat and drink with him. = § Ex. xxiv.10,11 

His voice was never heard at any time; yet all the ) John v. 37 
people of Israel acknowledged to have heard it. { Deut. vy. 2: 

It is impossible for him to lie; yet he promises not to | Heb. vi. Is 
perform that which he had previously sworn to perform. § Numb. xiv. 30 





He teaches some to lie, and sends a lying spirit into ) 1 Sam. xvi. 2 
the mouth of others; yet lying lips are an abomination >} 1 Kgs. xxii. 23 
in his sight. \ Prov. xii. 22 

He says, that whoso sheddeth man’s blood, by man } Gen. ix. 6 
shall his blood be shed; yet, his favorites may shed Exod. ii. F2 
blood with impunity. 2 Sam. i. 15 

Ile is good, and doeth good; so sends an evil spirit 
among the people, that they may deal treacherously with 
each other, and get slain. 

fle promised to visit the sins of the fathers upon the 
children, and children’s children ; yet, he says, the son 
shall not bear the iniquity of the father. 

He says, that the children shall not be put to death } Deut. xxiv. 16 
for their fathers ; yet he had seven of Saul’s sons hung up ( 2 Samuel 
before him for their father’s fault. ? xxi. Q, 14 

To him belong mercies and forgiveness, though we ) 
have rebelled against him; yet he commanded Saul to | Dan. ix. 9 
go and smite Amalek, for their forefathers’ trausgres- } 1 Samuel 
sion, to spare them not, but utterly destroy every man | xv. 2, 3 
woman, child, and suckling. 

A thousand years being only in his sight but ot} Panlm = 

( 


| Ps. exix. 68 
| Judges ix. 23 


enka 
“xod. Xxxiv. 7 
) Ezek. xviii. 20 


ae 


yesterday, he set a how in the clouds, to remind him of 


his promise. ren. ix. 16 
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Ile knoweth the secret of the heart; yet must be 
aequainted with the wants of his creatures, before he 
can or will assist them. 
One time he bids them not defraud, nor deal falsely 
with their neighbors, nor yet to covet any thing belong- 
ing to them: at another time he commands them to bor- 


Psalm xliv. 
Phill. iv. “i 


Lev. xix. 13 
Exod. xx. Sf 





row all they can, and spoil their neiglibors, the Egyp- il. 22 
tians. 

He suffered Cain to take away the life of his brother ; 
although the soul of every living thing, and the breath Con, i. e 
of all mankind, were in his hand. Job xm. 

His enemies he cast down into hell, and delivered 
them into chains of darkness, reserving them to the Jude 6 
judgment of the great day; yet, they are going to and Thi @ : 
fro ‘thoughout the “earth, and sometimes mounting up to obi. 6,7 
heaven. 

He forbids them to make any graven image, the like- Cie wet 
ness of any thing that is in heaven or in “earth; yet, wun 18 





( 
| 
shortly after, commands them to make two cherubims. 
He forbids them committing adultery; yet, if what 
the priests say be true, he himself committed =r4 
with a poor carpenter’s wife; and, instead of fixing the 
horns in the poor carpenter’s head, he, himself, carries 
them iu his hand. 5) 
He is angry in the morning at the performance of ) Numbers 
xxii. 20, “ 2 
Mal. iii. 6 
Exodus 
; XXXIil. 3, 14 
Job xxiii. 13 
} 


Exod. — 14 
Hab. iii. 4 


that which he had commanded, the preceding evening, 
should be done; yet he says, I change not ! 

One minute he will not go, the next he will go, with 
the people; although it is written, that he is of one 
mind. 

In short, we find him an illiberal, and an uncharita- 
ble god; one who will not suffer any other god to exist 
beside himself; starving all the other gods of the earth, 
that men may serve him alone. 


Exodus xx. 3 
Zeph. ii. 11 


Heb. xiii. 20 
Exod. xv. 3 

1 John iv. 8 

4 Jer. xxi. 5 
Isaiah xl. 11 
Lam. iii. 10 
Isaiah xlii. 13 
Ps. Ixxxviii. 65 
Hosea v. 12 
xill. 7 


Sometimes a god of peace; sometimes a man of war. 
Sometimes a god of love; at others, a god of fury. 


Sometims like a shepherd ; at others, like a bear 


Sometimes like a mighty man, at others, like a 
drunken man. 





Sometimes like a moth; at others, like a leopard. 





2 Sam. xxii. 9 
§ Job et 10 
Peter v. 8 
Hosea xi. 10 
xu. & 


Sometimes like the satyr in Ausop’s fable, .blowing 
both hot and cold. 


Sometimes like a devil, going about like a roaring 
lion, devouring all he can catch. 
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One that cannot be trusted, because he revealeth se- 
crets. 


Dan. n. 2 


One who tolerates bigamy, slavery, and emascula- 


‘ oshua 1x. 27 
tion. Joshu : 


Isaiah lvi. 4, 5 
One who has cattle on a thousand hills; yet is al- ) Psalm |}. 10 
ways borrowing from his needy creatures. § Prov. xix. 17 

One who is a spirit, ( John iv. 24,) that hath neither flesh nor bones; 
(Luke xxiv. 39;) yet he is described as having a head, (Isaiah lix. 17,) 
with hair, (Dan. vii. 9,) face, (Jer. xvi. 17,) eyes, (Prov. xv. 3,) nose, (Isai- 
ah Ixv. 5,) mouth, (ibid lv. 11,) lips, (ibid xxx. 27,) ears, (Psalm xxxiv. 15,) 
tongue ; (Isaiah xxx. 27;) besides feet, (Ezek. xliii. 7,) hands, (Numb. 
xxi. 17,) arms, (Jer. xxi. 5,) fingers, (Psalm viii. 3,) loins, (Ezek. i. 27,) 
heart, (Gen. vi. 6,) bowels, (Jer. iv. 19,) blood, (Acts xx. 28,) organs of 
generation, (John ii. 16,) and back parts ; (Exod. xxxiii. 23;) possessing 
a soul, (Isaiah i. 14,) with all the passions, sensual desires, appetites, pow- 
ers, and faculties, which are found in the human body! 

Although never bound ’prentice to any trade or calling, yet he profess- 
es to be a gardener, (Gen. ii. 8, Isaiab xli. 19,) a tailor, (Gen. iii. 21,) 
a god midwife, (ibid xxix. 31, ibid xxx. 22,) a house builder, (Exod. i. 21,) 
a draughtsman, (ibid xxv. 9,) a butcher, (Isaiah xxxiv. 6,) a grave digger. 
(Deut. xxxiv. 6,) a schoolmaster, (Isaiah liv. 13,) a stone mason and 
graver, (Exod. xxxii. 16,) a potter, (Isaiah Ixiv. 8,) a doctor, (Jer. xxx. 
17,)a threshing instrument maker, (Isaiah xli. 15,) a barber, (ibid vii. 20,) 
a cook, (Acts x. 15,) and slave dealer, (Joel iii. 8.) Besides an instruct- 
er of ploughmen, threshers, (Isaiah xxviii. 26—29,) and candlestick ma- 
kers, (Exod. xxxi. 6—8.) 

He is not only a murderer, (Exod. xii. 29,) a tyrant, (Jer. xiii. 13, 14,) 
a liar, (Numb. xiv. 30,) a fool, (1 Cor. i. 25,) a deceiver, (Ezek. xiv. 9,) 
and a blackguard, (Gen. xx. 18,) but he is a consuming fire, (Heb. xii. 29.) 
Therefore, as Paul has informed us, that it is a fearful thing to fall into 
his hands, ( ibid x. 31,) the sooner, I think, that we get rid of him the 
better. For what indulgence or mercy can we expect to receive from 
one, who would not spare his only begotten son! 

It appears, from this description of the god of the Jews, that they have 
made their god exactly in their own image. And, no doubt, had those 
Jews found themselves in the shape of an elephant, they would have given 
him a proboscis or trunk, with a tail, and all things pertaining to an 
elephant.. 


Vox xxi. 15 


Orthodoxy.—The most exact description of orthodoxy I have ever seen, 
is that said to be given by Dr. Fothergill, a physician, and quaker preacher 
of England. As he was a noted man, multitudes went to hear him preach. 
According to common practice of that order of people, he sat some time 
in silence. He then rose, looked round on the assembly, and thus ad- 
dressed them: ‘ My friends, I have been thinking of one word of three 
syllables, and that one word is, Orthodor.”” Here he paused for some 
time, and then proceeded to say, ‘‘ And—my friends, I have been think- 
ing of one word of three syllables, which explains it, and that word is 
‘“‘ uppermost.” He proceeded no farther, but sat down: the assembls 
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separated, and weut to their homes. Some at first complained of going 
so far to hear but two words; but afterwards, it was agreed that the doc- 
tor delivered a very great and true sermon, and one easy to remember. 

Phat tius is a just explanation of orthodoxy, is plain from the history 
of former years. Wheu the catholic religion prevailed above all other 
systems, aud the bishop of Rome was ¢onsidered god upon earth, this 
was orihedex, or uppermost; when the English threw off the catholic 
power, set up for themselves, and est: ablished episcopacy, the thirty-nine 
articles ; killed and banished heretics ; episcopacy was orthodox, or 
upperiost, When presbytericnism Sealed over episcopalianism, and 
was established by jaw, this was orthodox. When the trinitarians had 
more power than Arians, that was orthodox; but when Arianism prevail- 
ed, that was uppermost. 

In this country, no denomination has any preeminence above another, 
by law; and here any denomination, who think they are more righteous 
than others, may cali themselves uppermost whether others think so or 
not. According to what is s aid, there is now considerable orthodory 
amougus. We have now, erthodex meeting houses—orthodox mivisters 
—orthodox sermovs—orthodox prayers—orthodox hymns and singing— 
orthodor Bibles—erthodox tracts—orthodox magazines—orthodox mis- 
sionaries—oriiodox revivals—orthodex conversions, &c. We may yet 
have orthedox books, printers, tavern keepers, and orthodox horses and 
carriages; as whatever is uppermost is orthedor. 








"yee Press Association.—A scientific lecture will be delivered in the 
Temple of Arts, William street, on Sunday (tomorrow) the 23d March, 


at 11 o’clock forenoon. 


In the afternoon, the theological lectures will be continued, at 5 
o'clock. 
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